
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Blessed Easter greetings!

Like you, I spent the holy season 
of Lent preparing my heart for the 
Risen Lord. This time of refl ection, 
prayer and sacrifi ce always serves to 
strengthen my faith and increase my 
joy at discovering the empty tomb.

As we celebrate this Easter season, 
we have much to be thankful for in 
the Diocese of Austin. Encountering 
Christ is now more than halfway 
complete, with many parishes 
already experiencing the benefi ts of 
our capital campaign. Once again, 
the generosity of the faithful of our 
diocese has bolstered ministries and 
improved facilities to better serve the 
spiritual needs of parishioners. Please 
pray for the parishes yet to embark 
on Encountering Christ as we progress 
toward our $85 million goal. 

You and your loved ones will share 
a special remembrance in my Easter 
Masses.

Gratefully in Christ,

Most Reverend Joe S. Vásquez
Bishop of Austin

Encountering

CHRIST “So we, though many, are one body in Christ.” 
~ Rom 12:5

Wave 2 parishioners ‘give with joy’
Wave 2 pastors are fi nding their parishioners are embracing the opportunity to 
support the needs of the diocese and their parishes through Encountering Christ.

“There’s a strong faith here, and they understand discipleship giving, that all of 
us play a part in this local church,” said Father Tom Reitmeyer, pastor of St. John 

Vianney Parish in Round Rock.

Campaign materials illustrate how 
parishioners benefi t from the shared 
ministries of the diocese, he said. 
“There’s really no separation between 
the two. It’s all the work of the local 
church, and their generosity and their 
response to the campaign shows that.”

St. John Vianney has raised 87 percent 
of its goal, and will use its share of 
funds from Encountering Christ to make 
critical repairs to the church roof, to 
replace the lighting in the worship 

space and to create a fund for future facility projects.

The 28 parishes participating in Wave 2 have a collective goal of $24.4 million 
and have currently raised more than $9.9 million. The majority of Wave 2 par-
ishes, like St. John Vianney, plan to direct campaign funds to facility repairs and 
improvements that will allow them to better serve parishioners’ spiritual needs. 
Many also plan to bolster parish ministries and programs.

Through Encountering Christ, Father Victor Mayorga has witnessed a degree of 
generosity at his parish, Santa Teresa Parish in Bryan, which makes him confi dent 
of meeting future infrastructure needs at the parish. “They simply want to share 
how much, or how little, they have,” he said. “A generous community is a blessed 
and prosperous community.”

Santa Teresa has raised 108 percent of its goal. “They give with joy,” he added. 

Because of the campaign , Santa Teresa will provide additional space for its 
religious education program, which has seen an increased number of students, as 
well as make repairs to the rectory and repave the parking lot.

Regardless of their situation, parishioners have equally been eager to sacrifi ce to 
help both the diocese and the parish meet the campaign goal, according to Father 
Mayorga. “A dollar that is shared is a dollar that not only helps us but other 
service projects throughout the diocese,” he said. “It helps us to be and feel like 
part of the body of Christ.”
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Father Tom Reitmeyer meets with 
parish leaders about St. John Vianney’s 
Encountering Christ campaign.



As a catechist, Kathy Pappenfort 
was particularly interested in how 
Encountering Christ would enhance 
religious education at her parish and 
across the Diocese of Austin.

The diocese’s plan to update current 
methodologies, curriculum and 
textbooks “speaks to where the kids 
are and what they’re learning in 
school,” she said. “Technology is 
important and defi nitely increases 
their desire to learn more.”

But facility updates are also needed 
to improve this important ministry 
at Kathy’s parish. St. Luke in 
Temple has seen an infl ux in young 
families joining the community. 
The subsequent increase in religious 
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Encountering Christ to enrich faith formation
A key element of Encountering Christ 
is “emerging disciples” — providing a 
full spectrum of formation opportuni-
ties to ensure the Diocese of Austin 
is cultivating and preparing the next 
generation of disciples and church 
leaders. 

To accomplish this, $7 million in 
campaign gifts will be directed to 
initiatives that help parishes fi nd 
new and creative approaches to faith 
formation — both individually and 
in collaboration with others — and 
acquire the resources needed to 
upgrade and enhance their religious 
education programs. 

Like other dioceses, our diocese 
has long relied on basal textbooks, 
which provide general instruction 
for religious education, according to 
Gustavo Rodriguez, director of Evan-
gelization and Catechesis. The new 
approach will incorporate updated 
versions of these resources along with 

An increasing number of 
children learn the faith in our 
parishes. An estimated 80,000 
children in the diocese are 
enrolled in parish religious 
education programs.

education students has prompted 
the parish to use a portion of its 
Encountering Christ funds to renovate 
its 50-year-old religious education 
building as well as build a playground.  

Serving on her parish’s Campaign 
Executive Committee allowed Kathy 
to meet more families in her parish.

“The people I see, I encourage them 
and they encourage me,” she said. 
“It has increased my commitment 
to watching the diocese grow; and, 
for those who are young, make sure 
they grow up in St. Luke’s knowing 
the faith as I knew it and being able 
to meet friends within the Catholic 
community.”

other methodologies to help children 
and families learn.

“Many parents are bringing their 
children to catechesis very late in 
the game,” Gustavo said. “We real-
ized that happens because the parents 
themselves lack catechesis and can 
benefi t from general instruction of 
their faith.”

Acknowledging that many adults are 
unable to dedicate time to sitting in 
a classroom, the diocese is exploring 
subscriptions to online resources and 
other digital media that allow them 
to learn on their own schedule. This 
will parallel nicely with the new ways 
children are learning in school. 

“The child today is learning very dif-
ferently, with different technologies,” 
Gustavo said. “In many parishes, 
we’re still working with the crayon 
box and handouts.” 

Of the $7 million, $3.5 million will 

immediately benefi t these initiatives 
and the remaining $3.5 million will 
be set aside in an endowment to 
guarantee the long-term sustainabil-
ity of these efforts and to meet future 
needs.


